NEWSLETTER #3
Vila Real de Santo António
PORTUGAL
20th - 24th May 2019 – 3rd meeting

The Agrupamento de Escolas de Vila Real de Santo António (AEVRSA) hosted the 3rd meeting
of the project My Culture – Your Culture – Our Culture (MCYCOC) from 20th to 24th May 2019.
This project involves six countries: Croatia, Greece, Italy, Portugal, Romania and Turkey. The
general aim of the project is to share each partner’s cultural and historical heritage.
The topic of the 3rd meeting held in Vila Real de Santo António, Portugal, was Local Art. All
six participants had previously researched their local artists and prepared a presentation about
their local art to share with all participants.
The presentations were carried
out on the first day of the
meeting, after the welcoming
ceremony and visit to the school.

1

THE ARTISTS PRESENTED BY EACH COUNTRY:
PORTUGAL

Emanuel Almeida
(painter)

Manuel Cabanas
(wood engraver)

ROMANIA

Nicolae Grigorescu (Painter)

CROATIA

Tatjana Kostanjević (sculptor), Anita
Grbavac-Jakobović (painter), Snježana
Mekić-Delić (painter), Maja Del Vechio
(paiter)Željko Radmirović (inovator, body
painter, tattoo designer), Mato Šango
(freelance artist), Nikola Radmirović (paiter),

Tatjana Kostanjević

GREECE

George Iakovidis, Theofilos Kefalas, George
Gounaropoulos, Fotis Kontoglou,
Konstantinos Parthenis, Jhon Tsarouhis,
Nick Eggonopoulos, Nikos Xatzikyriakos-Gikas,
Giannoulis Halepas, Giannoulis Halepas, George
Zoggolopoulos.

Anita Grbavac-Jakobović
George Iakovidis

ITALY

Renato Guttuso (painter)

Theofilos Kefalas

TURKEY
Esra Eren Çimen (Art of Çini)
Engin Birsoy (wood craftsman)
Gülizar Kılıç (painter)
Hasan Cingiz (multitalented artist)

Gülizar Kılıç

Engin Birsoy
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AFTER THE PRESENTATIONS, IT
WAS TIME TO EXPLORE THE CITY.

The first stop was Câmara Municipal,
or the City Hall. The MCYCOC group was
welcomed by the Mayor, who invited
everyone to take part in a guided city tour
.

Located on the left western bank of the river Guadiana
(which establishes the border between Portugal and Spain) and
by the Atlantic Ocean, Vila Real de Santo António is a small city,
but full of history and interesting places to discover.
The students explored the city in a peculiar way: a peddy
paper had been prepared for them. Divided into groups and guided by their host students, they
had to cover a few spots throughout the city. But first they had to solve some riddles in order to
find out where to go next and reach another checkpoint.
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DRAWING AND PAINTING
After presenting their local
artists,

the

next

activity

involved creativity!
The students were given
a new challenge. They
had to present
their culture through painting. They had to paint a
symbol representing their culture or country. After that,
each participant was invited to draw or paint a
smaller picture or symbol related to their
own country or culture into their partners’
painting.

This

way,

through

cooperative work, all countries are
represented in each painting.

TASK SUCCESSFULLY
ACCOMPLISHED
The work done by the students
was remarkable! The
exhibition

of

the

paintings was set up at
the end
of

the

day.
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CASTRO MARIM
Castro Marim is a small town with a
rich history. On the top of one hill stands a
medieval castle, on the other side, a starshaped fort. All around, salt marshes, or
Salinas, shape the horizon.
The guests were invited to watch a
small movie about the history of the Castro
Marim and then guided through some of the
most important places of the town. And
finally, there was a short visit to Praia Verde.

CACELA VELHA
Cacela Velha is a small coastal village, often considered one of the most well-preserved
secrets in the Algarve. It lies in the Ria Formosa
Natural Park and its history dates back to the
12th century.

It was possible to visit the small church and
admire the breathtaking landscape to the Ria
Formosa with it’s sandy barrier islands that
formed a long time ago, and are one of the most attractive places to visit in the region.
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TAVIRA

Tavira is a charming city also worth a visit. Archaeological remains have been discovered tracing
settlement back over 6,000 years. Its main activities have
been fishing and salt production. Benefiting from a
favourable geographical location, between the Algarvian
hills and the course of the Gilão river, this picturesque city
with a rich history and lively traditions has become recently
one of the most important tourist attractions in the region,
luring tourist from all over the world.

THE BOAT TOUR IN
RIA FORMOSA
Having the opportunity to see the Ria
Formosa from a different perspective.
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MUSEU MUNICIPAL DE FARO
Faro is the main city in the in the Algarve. The visit to
the Museu Municipal de Faro gave the participants the
chance to learn about the history of the region, from the
very beginnings of the city to the modern times.
The museum offers five permanent exhibitions: Roman
Algarve, The Roman Mosaic, The Islamic House, Ancient
Painting (from 16th to 19th centuries) and Enchanted
Algarve (local tales).

MILREU ROMAN RUINS
The Milreu ruins, near Faro, are the
most important remainders of Roman
presence in the South of Portugal.

CASTLE OF SILVES
In Silves, another town rich in history, the
group had the chance to learn about it’s
past, visit the
Medieval
Castle
the

and
local

museum which was built where the
locals accidentally found well from the
Islamic period (8th -13th Centuries).
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Closing Ceremony

On the last day of the mobility all participants received their certificates of attendance, and
were greeted with a music show performed by the Portuguese students.

Farewell dinner
Silêncio! Que se vai cantar o Fado! (Silence! Fado is about to be sung!). Beautiful to ear and
sing (if you dare!) but, above all, to experience! To conclude the Portuguese mobility, our guests
had the chance to experience a live performance of Fado with fadista Rui Tenório.

Greece is next! We’re all looking forward to meeting again in Greece!

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the
Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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